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He took “The Guide to the Perplexed” down from the shelf.
Blinding proofs of strict faith made intelligent
once more sped toward the longed-for goal of insight and coherence.
Crush each idea of the Creator with “no” and “no,”
and you come closest to His Essence. Give in to concepts,
and you drive yourself away from Him.
The words were brilliant, but Noyekh’s flustered mind
couldn’t bear the brightness. He closed the book

I came to build a home among the poor,

with people like me, with my own kind,

and who of all men first extends a hand?

Not my equal, not a beggar, but a wealthy man!

And 1n front of whom does he set me down? You, then!

The wealthiest of all, mighty prince, the son of Maimon!
I am astonished by the world and mystified,
blinded by the blue, dazzled by the starry skies.
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