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The state may in course of time produce a nationality, but

that a nationality should constitute a state is contrary to the

nature of modern civilization, and in defiance of the modifying
action of external causes, of tradition and of existing rights.
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“What have the Working Classes to do with P09y 121 PR amnm
.Poland?”
The European importance, the vitality of a people, is as noth-
ing in the eyes of the principle of nationalities. Before it,
the so-called Rumanians of Valachia, who never had a history,
nor the energy required to have one, are of equal importance
to the Italians, who had a history of 2,000 years and an unim
paired national vitality! The Welsh and the Manxmen, if they
desired it, would have an equal right to independent political
existence, absurd though it would be, with the English! The
whole thing is an absurdity! The principle of nationalities, in-
deed, could be invented in Eastern Europe alone, where the
tide of Asiatic invasion for a thousand years recurred again
and again, and left on the shores those heaps of intermingled
ruins of nations which even now the ethnologists can scarcely
disentangle, and where the Turk, the (Finnic) Magyar, the
so-called Rumanian, the Jew and about a dozen Slavonic tribes
lived intermixed in interminable confusion.
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